
September 2020



Peace is the greatest weapon for development            
.that any person can have.

-Nelson Mandela
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CONTEXT
As the human ventures out on earth, the only thing which he/she
continuously strives for is self improvement and positive influence. For these
form their very core, that he/she is able to ensure Peace and Progress. This
pursuit, with all its trials and errors, its success and setbacks, can never be
relaxed. It’s the process of intertwining the two opposite concepts under
the union of Sustainable Development that there can be peace along with
progress.

But the question is how could this be achieved? How could the river flow
through the valley without cutting through it?
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OVERVIEW
The webinar Peace and Progress
navigated through the concept of
harmony along with growth. It
aimed to understand the notion
which the youth have regarding
development and what role does
sustainability have to play in this.

The webinar thoroughly questioned
whether progress along with peace
is possible or not; and based on
this communications were
generated from the audience.
Through a panel discussion,
questions raised were deliberated
upon so that a better
understanding can be ensured
among the participants.

The webinar was organized on
Saturday 28th August, 2020. The
Speakers for the event were:

• Miss Nonjabulo Gumede from
South Africa,

• Miss Valentina Bianco from
Argentina; and

• Mr. Sudesh Porkal from Bhutan.

The discussion was moderated by
Miss Paavani Gupta from India.

The motive was to create
awareness through dialogue to
explore how peace can contribute
in achieving SGDs. An hour-long
talk was about various steps each
one of us can take in creating a
more sustainable, inclusive and
responsible world.

The event recorded over 1300
registrations from 60+ countries
across the globe. Majority of the
participants were from India and
the Philippines. The discussion was
broadcasted live on the Facebook
handle of PeaceX.

Over 4000 organic engagements
were generated during the
webinar. Once made available
offline, the webinar was able to
reach approx. 20,000 people with
over 6,500 views within a month.

The key topics for discussion were:

- The relationship between Peace
…..and Progress.

- What is the role of Youth?

- Sustainable Development Goals



LIST OF COUNTRIES
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Map: Countries from where registrations were received

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Australia
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh
Benin
Bhutan
Bosnia And Herzegovina
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Chad
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
Estonia
Ethiopia
Fiji
Ghana
Haiti

Haiti
India
Indonesia
Iraq
Italy
Japan
Kenya
Lebanon
Liberia
Libya
Malaysia
Mauritania
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Nepal
Nigeria
Oman
Pakistan
Philippines
Romania

Rwanda
Saudi Arabia
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Syria
Tajikistan
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Trinidad And Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda
Ukraine
United Kingdom
Uzbekistan
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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Nonjabulo Gumede is an emerging
researcher, social entrepreneur and an
African enthusiast who is passionate about
the process of combating local and global
structures of inequality, injustice and
misrule. She holds a Bachelors of Arts
degree majoring in Political Science and
International Relations, and an LLB degree
from the University of Witwatersrand in
South Africa.

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Valentina Bianco Hormaechea is a Global
Peace Ambassador and a human rights
activist from Argentina, a Fulbright scholar
with a master’s degree in ‘Nonproliferation
of Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)
and Terrorism Studies’. She interned at the
United Nations Operations and Crisis
Centre (UNOCC) in 2019 and has worked
primarily on topics related to the Syrian war
and the UN peacekeeping operations.
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ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Paavani Gupta is a second year student of
Business Economics at Gargi College. She
has been involved in several social and
educational projects, and she received The
Diana Award in 2018 for her work. Paavani
is also serving as the President of her
college chapter for Global Youth India. She
is looking forward to her part in achieving
the SDGs set by the United Nations with
PeaceX.

Sudesh Pokhrel is a Young Leader from the
kingdom of Bhutan, who holds a Masters in
International Relations from the South Asian
University. He is a Young Global
Changemaker from the World Policy Forum
2020, Berlin, Germany and the Youth
Ambassador for Bhutan in the International
Youth Society, alongside being an
Ambassador for Peace in the International
Youth Forum, 2019 supporting the role of
Youth in achieving the 2030 agenda for the
UN SDGs.
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PRE-WEBINAR

The registration form was circulated
among youth groups, think tanks,
and other communal pages so as to
invite them for the webinar. The
objective was to generate
communication from as diverse a
population as possible. We received
over 1300 registrations from across
60+ nations from people from every
sect of life including students,
professors, self-employed
professionals, social activists,
volunteers etc.

Dialogue was generated from this
very step itself by asking the
participants to answer a few
questions. This provided an insight
into their opinion regarding
sustainability and development
while simultaneously getting their
communication. The key questions
which were asked were:

“How crucial is the concept 
of sustainable 

development?”

“Is development possible 
without destruction?” 

Over 86% of the responses registered 
marked the concept of Sustainable 
Development as Highly Crucial, while less 
than 1% marked it as Insignificant for them.

86%

Approximately 54% respondents 
believed that development is 

possible without destruction while 
15% were against this notion.

54%
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The important thing we noticed here was that people have begun
to get aware of the concept of sustainability and how peace is
possible along with progress. Alongside this, they were also asked
to put forward questions they would like to be specially discussed
during the webinar.

With overwhelming responses, we could figure out that the main
questions of the participants were:

• How can we encourage peace at a young age?

• How can youth initiate sustainable development steps?

• Is progress possible between a pandemic and what will be the
consequential impact of this?

• How affordable and feasible is sustainability in daily life?

• How to keep and maintain social progress for sustainable development
for the future?

• Would it be possible for developing countries to fully maximize their
recycling infrastructures?

• How important sustainable development is in the business sector?

• After this pandemic how can the world get courage to get resilience from
ongoing social, economic and environmental vulnerabilities to achieve
SDGs in peaceful condition?

• With close to no time in hand and with people around the world already
witnessing the consequences of climate change. Will making an
immediate switch to sustainable alternatives and developments really
help us buy more time in order to mend and maintain, rather co-exist with
our ecosystem?
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WEBINAR 
DISCUSSION

A vivid range of questions were asked to the eminent erudite speakers.
There were long discussions on the extremely relevant and enriching topics
like the effect of COVID-19 on achieving sustainable development by the
year 2030, better implementation of the concept of sustainability in
education and the role of youth in promoting the fact that peace and
development indeed go hand in hand.



To what extent does a conflict zone inflict destruction 
to peace and progress?
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Idea of what peace is and what it stands for needs to be deconstructed. Merely the absence of
war does not mean peace. The connecting element between peace and prosperity is the
domain of justice. Peace which delivers justice to all the stakeholders involved, is essential for
development and prosperity.

-Mr.Sudesh

Agreeing with what Sudesh said, for me, peace is justice, equity, a healthy environment and a
feeling of being safe especially if you are a minority. It is a state where the human rights of
everyone are respected. We need to reconsider the current notion of development.
Development for native people is different from what it is to the western society. Currently,
peace and development agreements are state centric where a group of people impose these
theoretical notions in a formal agreement without any concerns about those at grass root level.
There is an urgent need for reform in the decision making process.

-Miss Valentina

What is the relation between peace and development  
prosperity? Is one essential for another?

As progress is not linear so we need to question what progress is? Is it a synonym of better or a
synonym of new? Progress for Latin America, particularly for the indigenous communities is linked
to the process of colonization. Hence, we need to be cautious while understanding the notion of
progress as a lot of people tend to see it from the western perspective. Poverty, inequality,
unemployment are forms of violence that damage peace and prosperity and leave hidden scars
for generations to come.

-Miss Valentina
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To what extent has this pandemic of COVID-19 affected 
education and the mission of sustainable development 
by 2030?

What are the possible ways to tackle hate and violent 
extremism?

The policy makers and the government need to focus on the structural violence that causes
physical violence. Most of the time we focus only on terrorism without taking into account the
structural and cultural contexts which give rise to violent extremism. Closely monitoring any
terrorist group in history, one can see that each one of them emerges from a situation of great
injustice. This act in no way tries to justify, suggest or support terrorism but is merely a practice to
gain perspective on what can be perceived as structural violence by the different segments of
the society. Therefore, we need to speak less and listen more and understand the grievances of
people instead of reacting to the symptoms alone.

-Miss Valentina

Being actively involved in research activities which try to understand the impact of COVID-19 on
education, I argue that our current system is not well prepared for health emergencies like the
ongoing pandemic. This pandemic pointed out the importance of digital technology. Education
in today's era is all about blended-learning highlighting the importance of being constantly
prepared.

-Miss Nonjabulo

This has been a remarkable year as it marks the 75th anniversary of The United Nations. Today
the world needs solidarity to deal with real problems. COVID is not a crisis but an opportunity to
introspect. It's time we think about all the things we have been doing wrong in the name of ‘fast
development’. Humans have been actively involved in over-exploitation and consumption. It
won't be fair to call COVID-19 as a hindrance to the goal of sustainable development as the air
around us is more clear and the beaches are less polluted now. In fact the pandemic has helped
us understand the underlying problems in our health infrastructures and the poor responsive
actions.

-Mr.Sudesh



How does extremism disrupt peace?
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The prevalent mindset in Africa is that if something does not affect me personally then it does
not matter. As a consequence, people do not really care about their actions and those of others
unless it directly affects them negatively. The world needs to involve the youth to ensure
sustainability because we are the ultimate successors of the old guard. The old need to
understand and embrace the youth as the pillars of the new world. We must work together and
not see each other as opposing forces in the quest for development.

-Miss Nonjabulo

We should not wait to make a change. There is an unprecedented number of young people on
the planet. In fact, there has never been any other point in the history with this number of young
people. People in power must include youth at every stage of the decision-making process. We
must have a seat and voice in economical, political and every aspect of human endeavor. The
youth must be involved and hence put more pressure on policy-makers especially now since we
have the power of technology. COVID-19 presents to the youth a unique opportunity to clearly
define the future they want.

-Miss Valentina

What role can youth play in promoting the fact that 
peace and development go hand in hand?

The question is open-ended and the more apt question to be asked would be how does violent
extremism disrupt peace? Peace is a multi-way street with a whole different spectrum of people
from different places, communities, religions, and structures cross paths. Extremism should be for
a noble cause and not for blind faith. For instance, movements like the civil disobedience
movement led to the freedom of India from the British rule. There is a famous saying that “one
man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter.” However, extremism which exercises violence to
address issues is totally unacceptable and unethical.

-Mr.Sudesh
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What is your take on sustainability in Africa and what 
are the hindrances towards achieving both peace and 
development over there?

Is the world becoming more aware towards climate 
change? Do you think our actions are making any 
major change in the long run?

I am optimistic about the issue of climate change but we need to understand that it is a quite
vague or abstract idea so we need to actually show how and where each of us is causing the
climate disaster. We must examine what we are doing at the community level to contribute to
climate change. We all have to make responsible choices and COVID-19 has shown us that we
live in an interconnected world so everyone must be involved in the effort against climate
change. I urge everyone to not give up because even through our small actions, we can make
that change. It can be frustrating sometimes but just stick with it.

-Miss Valentina

Peace is about development so there cannot be any peace without development and vice-
versa. Africa has had and continues to have many conflicts in all parts in addition to the
negative legacies of colonialism. We have so many social voices but before peace can be
realized, we must first examine the root causes of conflict. To move forward, we must reflect on
the past and address the underlying problems.

-Miss Nonjabulo

Do you think the concept of sustainable development 
can be better introduced in education?

There is a remarkable shift in education and this is epitomized by the strides taken to
accommodate COVID-19. I have learnt the importance of adaptive leadership and the
education system in the face of COVID as a way for us to learn to adapt to the new realities.
Even though some SDGs may be hard to attain due to issues ranging from state politics, to
cultural and historical problems, through education and knowledge production we can bring
about some positive change.

-Miss Nonjabulo
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Change starts at home and then to school and to the general society. Scarcity, marginalization,
inequality and poverty can and in fact trigger violent conflicts. So these structural problems must
be addressed by involving every segment of society in the development process. To do this,
education is vital and we therefore need to empower both the coloniser and the colonised, the
upper and the lower classes in all processes if we want to realise lasting positive peace.

-Miss Valentina

For any multi-ethnic society, we must be sensitive to the culture and be willing to talk and
engage with them to get a better understanding about the extent of their diversity. To solve
and avert these crises, we must instill a sense of trust in the conflicting parties. We should strive,
at all times, to build bridges across all people and communities regardless of color, creed,
religion, or other affiliation. Multi-ethnic communities must embrace migrants and there must
always be provisions to protect the rights of indigenous people and recognize the
interdependence of people and nature. We should remember that violence begets violence so
we should act as interfaith links between crisis groups. Essentially, we must encourage interfaith
dialogue, raise awareness and advocate for peace.

-Mr.Sudesh

How can communal crises be solved in a multi 
ethnic society?

How can we eradicate violence from a society where 
the number of educated people are low?

What are the measurable indicators for peace and 
progress?

We can measure these concepts by observing if there are any opportunities created and if
human rights are observed and protected. We have peace and progress in a place where
people are able to fulfill their basic needs, exercise their rights, and have a decent standard of
living. An environment where people not only survive but thrive peace and progress.

-Miss Valentina



Peace & Progress16

Currently in Africa, unemployment levels are very high and jobs are scarce regardless of the
degree levels. There is an increased number of graduates and no solid job prospects for them. It
is good to understand that not everyone is cut out for academia. Additionally, there is this false
notion that somehow formal education sets you up for a better life. Regardless of whether you
are educated or not, what is required from each one of us is to participate in the process of
change.

-Miss Nonjabulo

The problem with the education system is that it is all about competition and merit. The
education system should not be as commercialized as it is right now. Alternative or traditional
learning systems must be encouraged; and students must be given the room to express and
choose what they are passionate about. In addition, the world also needs education that takes
nature into account and brings nature to the classroom.

-Mr.Sudesh

How can the youth who know about sustainability be 
more involved at the grass root level?
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DIALOGUE
Throughout the webinar, live chat was made available to participants so that they
could send in their thoughts and questions. Over 4,000 engagements were generated
in the process, with the comment section of the Facebook Live getting filled with
queries, remarks and opinions. The speakers tried to answer some of the questions
which were asked while the rest of the questions have been documented. The
participants were also asked to fill a post webinar form so that a condensed insight
could be gazed.
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LIVE QUESTIONS
• How can we tackle the hate extremism happening on social media when

policy makers already know about it but tend to remain aloof?

• How can we reduce or eradicate involvement of youth in armed conflicts?

• Dear speakers, my question with all the respect you said earlier the
absence of war does not mean it is peace, however most when we have
war in some areas the first thing we call about is stop the war and bring
the peace, based on this fact isn't it stopping the war is the first step
toward bringing peace?

• How can the youth express that we are not satisfied with the systems
that are in place, how can we pressure the government? They don't seem
to pay attention to our peaceful protests and activism.

• How does the government solve terrorism without fighting?

• Population explosion is the main reason of each and every type of
problems what population control act should be taken for India?

• What is the latest situation of development is in this crisis?

• What is the key relationship between Paris Agreement and UN 2030
Agenda in achieving the SDGs.

• After this pandemic how can the world get courage to get resilience from
ongoing social, economic and environmental vulnerabilities to achieve
SDGs in peaceful condition?

• How could the first world countries help the third world countries in
attaining sustainable development?

• What are the reasons it is difficult for all countries of the world to be on
the same page for peace making.

• How can we make a better in depth awareness in public mainly to the
coming generation on peace and progress of society?

• How to guarantee the protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedom in the achievement of sustainable development with a society
facing more and more security threats?

• In this materialistic world how internal peace is possible. So many
responsibilities are to be fulfilled how can someone achieve peace?
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POST-WEBINAR
The event turned out to be a great success as all the panelists
and attendees were extremely elated with the fruitful discussion
they had. It was able to impact approximately 20,000 people.
The thoughts laid forward and talked by the speakers proved to
be a guiding light for the audience to better comprehend
sustainability and development.

To ensure that we are able to capture the final dialogue which
the audience might have and any communication they want to
be further reviewed, they were asked to fill a response form. The
two main questions which were asked were:

What United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN 
SDGs) should the international community prioritise in the 

coming times?

Will the Covid-19 Pandemic delay the achievement of the 
UN SDGs by 2030?



Peace & Progress20

More than 25% of all the responses reflected that Goal 3
should be the priority. Goal 3 is about ensuring healthy
lives and promoting well-being at all ages. This acted
as a testimony that everyone now fully understands the
importance of robust health policies and necessary
medical infrastructure, especially during the current
times where the world is facing a global health crisis
unlike any other — COVID-19.

About 13% of the responses voted for Goal 4: Quality
Education as their priority. The goal aims to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all. It becomes the
bridge between disorder and peace. An educated
population is an empowered population.

What United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs) 
should the international community prioritise in the coming times?
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43%

DELAY
43% of the attendees
believed that there would be
a direct implication of Covid-
19, by delaying fulfillment of
the SDSs by 2030.

Will the Covid-19 Pandemic delay the achievement of the UN SDGs 
by 2030?

NO DELAY
Around 37% people were
indecisive and needed better
evaluation before jumping to
any conclusion, while 20% were
optimistic that it won’t hamper
the Agenda.
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CONCLUSION
The important takeaway from the webinar is that people are getting acquainted
with the concept of sustainable goals and they have begun to provide
significant importance to them in their lives. This testifies that the basic objective
of the SDGs, that is to make people responsible and responsive has made
notable improvement. This would synergize the current impact projects which
are being undertaken across the planet and would aid in achieving the goals
effectively and efficiently.
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THOUGHTS AHEAD

We are determined to mobilize the means required to implement this
Agenda through a revitalised Global Partnership for Sustainable
Development, based on a spirit of strengthened global solidarity,
focused in particular on the needs of the poorest and most
vulnerable and with the participation of all countries, all stakeholders
and all people.

Rajinesh Lal, Fiji

Peace could be attained if each of us will accept the changes in our
ways of life, progression on our lifestyles in such a way that we do
care for every individual regardless of religion, race or others.

Dariel P. Alba , Philippines

If there is peace, it can pave important ways for progress and
prosperity. Let all of us realize and practice the principal of Live and
let live.

Dr. Mehraj - ud - Din Parray ,India
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PROJECT 
SAMVAD

The webinar Peace and Progress was conducted as a part of the
Project Samvad under PeaceX. Samvad, meaning Dialogue in
Hindi, aims to become the medium through which the Youth
could get integrated with the notion of development, progress
and peace.

!

?

.



Project Samvad25

PROJECT SAMVAD
The project aims to create dialogue and conversation among Youth. Why
Youth? Cause the youth are the greatest asset for any nation. They are the
very foundational block on which the future of the nation, of the planet
relies upon. The more dynamic, creative and sensitive part of the
population, if properly guided could transform the world. With the aim to
have them involved in the very idea of sustainable development, it
becomes crucial to have their opinion and ideas get communicated.

For vertical integration of the youth, we have proposed this project
involving the following process.

Webinar

Discussion & 
Workshop

Dialogue
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WEBINAR

Webinars become the medium through which professionals, activities, etc.
are able to put forward the notion of sustainable development and initiate
the train of thought process. This step lays down the foundation for the
process as it provides the direction and motivation required for students to
build upon. Once, they have an understanding, they begin to develop
upon it.

DISCUSSION & WORKSHOP

Discussion groups would facilitate exchange of opinions and ideas
enabling them to better understand and realize the gravity of the
situation. This also allows them to better form their thoughts after
considering dialogues from other people. The discussions would be
facilitated by workshops and sessions so that they are able to interact and
communicate what they think. Any documentation of the same would
provide insightful data regarding the thought process of the younger
population.

DIALOGUE

The participants would be required to condense their thought process by
materializing them in any form that they want to express themselves
through, whether it be digital, literary or artistic. This opens up a non
exhaustive form for communicating, truly allowing “Samvad” to get an
insight into the future.





PeaceX is an international amity and peace organization that stands atop the ideals of harmonious co-existence with a
cooperative nexus of youth across the world. It believes in effectuating a better order through cultivation of a new generation of
leaders who provide for the creation of a more responsible, accountable, inclusive and sustainable world.


